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Abstract

Complement inhibitors expressed on tumor cells provide a
hindrance to the therapeutic efficacy of some monoclonal
antibodies (mAb). We investigated a novel strategy to
overwhelm complement inhibitor activity and amplify com-
plement activation on tumor cells. The C3-binding domain of
human complement receptor 2 (CR2; CD21) was linked to the
complement-activating Fc region of human IgG1 (CR2-Fc), and
the ability of the construct to target and amplify complement
deposition on tumor cells was investigated. CR2 binds C3
activation fragments, and CR2-Fc targeted tumor cells by
binding to C3 initially deposited by a tumor-specific antibody.
Complement deposition on Du145 cells (human prostate
cancer cell line) and anti-MUC1 mAb-mediated complement-
dependent lysis of Du145 cells were significantly enhanced by
CR2-Fc. Anti-MUC1 antibody-dependent cell-mediated cyto-
toxicity of Du145 by human peripheral blood mononuclear
cells was also significantly enhanced by CR2-Fc in both the
presence and the absence of complement. Radiolabeled CR2-
Fc targeted to s.c. Du145 tumors in nude mice treated with
anti-MUC1 mAb, validating the targeting strategy in vivo . A
metastatic model was used to investigate the effect of CR2-Fc
in a therapeutic paradigm. Administration of CR2-Fc together
with mAb therapy significantly improved long-term survival of
nude mice challenged with an i.v. injection of EL4 cells. The
data show that CR2-Fc enhances the therapeutic efficacy of
antibody therapy, and the construct may provide particular
benefits under conditions of limiting antibody concentration
or low tumor antigen density. [Cancer Res 2007;67(19):9535–41]

Introduction

Many monoclonal antibodies (mAb) depend, at least in part, on
their complement-activating properties for therapeutic efficacy in
animal models of cancer and in patients (1–5). Activation of
complement on a tumor cell surface results in the generation of C3
activation products that become covalently attached to the cell and
act as opsonins for complement receptors expressed on phagocytes
and natural killer cells. The engagement of leukocyte complement
receptors can enhance antibody-dependent cell-mediated cytotox-
icity (ADCC) and may also promote complement-dependent cell-
mediated cytotoxicity (CDCC). Complement activation also results
in the generation of chemotactic and inflammatory peptides (C3a
and C5a) that may potentiate antitumor responses and ultimately
in the formation of the cytolytic membrane attack complex (MAC;

see ref. 6 for review of complement-mediated effector mecha-
nisms). However, tumor cells are protected from complement by
the expression of membrane-bound complement inhibitory
proteins that function to limit complement activation and C3
cleavage (CD55 and CD46) or inhibit MAC formation (CD59).
Several studies have shown that complement inhibitors are
expressed at increased levels on tumor cells, indicating that they
play a role in tumor immune evasion (reviewed in ref. 7).

Antibody-mediated complement deposition on a tumor cell can
be enhanced by down-regulating membrane complement inhib-
itors or blocking their function, but the application of such a
strategy specifically for tumor cells in vivo is a technical challenge.
One approach that has shown promise in a rat model of metastatic
cancer is the use of a bispecific antibody construct that targets
both a tumor antigen and a complement inhibitor, although inhi-
bition of metastases was dependent on prophylactic administration
(8). In this study, we investigate a strategy using a fusion protein to
target and amplify complement deposition on a tumor cell without
regard to modulating complement inhibitor expression. The fusion
protein consists of a targeting domain, the C3-binding region of
complement receptor 2 (CR2; CD21), linked to a complement-
activating human IgG1 Fc domain.

CR2 is expressed on B cells and dendritic cells and is a member
of the C3-binding protein family that binds inactivated C3
fragments (iC3b, C3dg, and C3d). Complement activation results
in cleavage of serum C3 and the generation of C3b that becomes
covalently attached to the activating surface and that participates
in the amplification of the cascade. However, cell-bound C3b is
rapidly converted to inactive iC3b, particularly when deposited
on a cell surface containing regulators of complement activation
(e.g., tumor cells). iC3b is subsequently digested to the membrane-
bound fragments C3dg and then C3d by serum proteases, but this
process is relatively slow. Thus, the C3 ligands for CR2 are relatively
long lived at the site of complement deposition and may be present
at high concentration on tumor cells that bind a complement-
activating antitumor antibody. The complement-activating Fc
domain of the fusion protein is expected to enhance complement
deposition and also result in the further production of CR2 ligand.
In addition to the cytotoxic effect of enhanced complement
deposition, the increased Fc deposition may enhance Fc receptor–
dependent mechanisms of cell cytotoxicity (ADCC). In the current
study, we characterized CR2-Fc and antibody-dependent mecha-
nisms of tumor cell lysis in both in vitro and in vivo model systems
that involved the clinically relevant tumor-associated antigens
MUC1 and GD2.

Materials and Methods

Cell lines and cDNA. The human prostate cancer cell line Du145 and
the mouse lymphoma cell line EL4 were grown at 37jC in 5% CO2 in RPMI

1640 with 10% heat-inactivated FCS (Gemini Bio-Product), 100 units/mL

penicillin, and 100 Ag/mL streptomycin. cDNAs encoding human CR2 and
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human IgG1 were provided by Dr. V.M. Holers (University of Colorado,
Denver, CO) and Dr. S.L. Morrison (University of California at Los Angeles,

Los Angeles, CA).

Antibodies and serum. Anti-human MUC1 mAb BCP8 and anti-GD2

mAb 14G2a (IgG2a) were provided by Dr. I.F. McKenzie (Austin Research

Institute, Heidelberg, Victoria, Australia) and Dr. R.A. Reisfeld (Scripps

Research Institute, La Jolla, CA), respectively. Goat anti-human and anti-

mouse C3 IgG and all secondary antibodies were obtained from ICN

Pharmaceuticals. Human IgG1 used as control was purchased from Sigma.

C6- and C7-depleted human serum was purchased from Quidel, and normal

human serum (NHS) was obtained from the blood of healthy volunteers in

the laboratory under an Institutional Review Board–approved protocol.

Normal mouse serum was prepared from BALB/c nude mice. All serum was

stored in aliquots at �80jC until use.

Preparation of human CR2-Fc fusion protein. A cDNA construct for
expression of the recombinant CR2-Fc fusion protein was prepared by

joining the CR2 sequence encoding the four NH2-terminal short consensus

repeat (SCR) units (residues 1–250 of mature protein) to sequences

encoding Fc portion of human IgG1 constant region. The CR2 fragment
(consisting of 1–4 NH2-terminal SCR units, 840 bp) and the human IgG1

Fc coding region (705 bp) were generated from the plasmids pBM-CR2 (9)

and pED.253.Fc (kindly provided by G. Shaw, Wyeth Research, Cambridge,

MA; ref. 10), respectively. The CR2 sequence was excised from pBM-CR2
vector using PstI and NotI, and the sequence of IgG1 Fc region was excised

from pED.253.Fc vector using NotI and EcoRI. The two fragments were

ligated and cloned into the expression vector phCMV1 (Genlantis).

Sequence was verified. For expression, phCMV1-huCR2Fc was transfected
into Chinese hamster ovary (CHO) cells using LipofectAMINE (Invitrogen)

according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Stably transfected clones

were selected by limiting dilution as described (11), and protein expression
was quantified by SDS-PAGE and Western blot (anti-CR2 and anti-Fc).

Recombinant CR2-Fc was purified from culture supernatant by protein A

affinity chromatography.

Flow cytometry. To analyze binding of human CR2-Fc to C3-opsonized
Du145 cells, the cells were incubated in 20 Ag/mL of anti-MUC1 mAb BCP8

for 30 min at 4jC, washed, and opsonized with C3 by incubation in 20%

C6-depleted human serum for 45 min at 37jC. The C3-opsonized cells were

then washed and incubated with 50 Ag/mL of CR2-Fc for 30 min at 4jC.
After washing, cells were incubated with FITC-conjugated anti-human IgG

Fc (1:100, 30 min at 4jC). Finally, cells were suspended in PBS containing

2 Ag/mL propidium iodide and analyzed on a FACSCalibur (Becton
Dickinson Immunocytometry Systems). For analysis of human C3

deposition on Du145 cells in vitro , cells (5 � 105) were resuspended in

20 AL PBS or anti-MUC1 mAb BCP8 at 50 Ag/mL and incubated for 30 min

at 4jC. After washing, cells were incubated with or without the 50 Ag/mL
of CR2-Fc in 30 AL of 25% C6-depleted human serum diluted in gelatin

veronal buffered saline (GVB2+; Sigma) at 37jC for 30 min. Cells were then

washed with GVB containing 20 mmol/L EDTA (to prevent further

complement activation), incubated with FITC-conjugated goat anti-human
C3 (30 min/4jC), and washed. Finally, cells were suspended in PBS

containing 2 Ag/mL propidium iodide and analyzed by flow cytometry.

Propidium iodide–positive (dead) cells were excluded when fluorescence

intensity was calculated (always <5% of population). A similar procedure
was followed for measuring mouse C3 deposition on EL4 murine T

lymphoma cells. EL4 cells were incubated in PBS or anti-GD2 mAb 14G2a at

50 Ag/mL for 30 min at 4jC, washed, and then incubated in 30% fresh
mouse serum for 30 min at 37jC. Complement activity was terminated by

addition of GVB-EDTA, and the cells were washed and incubated with or

without 50 Ag/mL of CR2-Fc in 30 AL of 30% fresh mouse serum diluted in

GVB2+ at 37jC for 30 min. Cells were then analyzed for deposited C3 using
FITC-conjugated anti-mouse C3.

Complement lysis assay. Complement-dependent cell lysis (CDC) was

determined by 51Cr release as described (12). Briefly, 51Cr-loaded Du145

cells (1 � 105) were incubated in 20 AL PBS or sensitized with 20 AL of anti-
MUC1 mAb BCP8 (50 Ag/mL) for 30 min at 4jC. After centrifugation and

removal of supernatant, cells were washed twice and incubated in 30 AL of

30% NHS in GVB2+ with or without CR2-Fc (50 Ag/mL) for 60 min at 37jC.

Lytic activity was calculated using the means of replicate wells according
to the following formula: % cell lysis = [(a - c) / (b - c)] � 100, where a is

cpm of the supernatant of each sample, b is cpm after lysis with 0.05%

saponin, and c is cpm of the supernatant treated with GVB2+.

Cell cytotoxicity assays. Effector cells were peripheral blood mononu-
clear cells (PBMC) obtained from a healthy donor on the same day of the

experiment using BD Vacutainer CPT Cell Preparation Tube with Sodium

Heparin (BD Biosciences). For cytolysis assays, Du145 cells were preloaded

with sodium 51Cr as described (13) and seeded in round-bottomed 96-well
plates (2 � 104 per well). Cells were then centrifuged and resuspended

in RPMI 1640 with combinations of 50 Ag/mL BCP8, CR2-Fc, and 20%

C7-depleted human serum (refer to figure) and effector cells (E:T, 100:1)

dispensed into the wells. After incubation for 4 h at 37jC, plates were
centrifuged and radioactivity in supernatants was determined. Lytic activity

was calculated using the same formula above for CDC.

Biodistribution studies. The biodistribution of radiolabeled CR2-Fc was
determined in nude BALB/c mice (National Cancer Institute, Frederick,

MD) bearing s.c. Du145 tumors and treated with anti-MUC1 mAb. Human

CR2-Fc and control human IgG1 were radioiodinated to 10 mCi/mg using

the IODO-Beads method as described by the manufacturer (Pierce
Biotechnology). S.c. tumors were established in nude BALB/c mice by s.c.

inoculation of 5 � 105 Du145 cells. When the tumor size was f500 mm3,

50 Ag anti-MUC1 BCP8 mAb was given via tail vein injection followed

6 h later by 1.5 Ag of 125I-labeled CR2-Fc or control human IgG1. Forty-eight
hours later, the mice were sacrificed, blood was removed, and the mice were

perfused with PBS as described (14). Samples of skin, tumor, kidney, heart,

lung, liver, intestine, and spleen were then removed, weighed, and counted
for radioactive analysis as described (14). To correct for radioactive decay,

aliquots of each labeling mAb were counted at the same time. The results

were expressed as tissue to blood ratio.

Antibody therapy model. Normal BALB/c nude mice at 4 weeks of age
were injected i.v. via the tail vein with EL4 cells (5 � 104) suspended in

0.1 mL PBS. Two days after tumor cell challenge, mice were injected i.v.

either with 25 Ag of anti-GD2 mAb 14G2a or with PBS followed 6 h later

by injection of 50 Ag CR2-Fc or PBS. End point was death or >20% weight
loss. Group size was eight mice and all mice were housed in a clean room

with food and water sterilized. All animal procedures were approved by the

Medical University of South Carolina Animal Care and Use Committee.
Statistical analyses. Unpaired Welch’s t tests were used to determine

statistical differences. The log-rank test was used to compare differences on

survival curves. Significance was accepted at the P < 0.05 level.

Results

Purification of CR2-Fc. Recombinant human CR2-Fc (4 NH2-
terminal SCR units of CR2 linked to human IgG1 Fc region) was

Figure 1. Binding of human CR2-Fc to C3-opsonized Du145 cells.
Antibody-sensitized Du145 cells were sensitized with anti-MUC1 mAb BCP8 and
incubated in fresh (dark gray trace ) or heat-inactivated (light gray trace)
C6-deficient serum. After washing the cells, CR2-Fc was added (20 Ag/mL)
and binding was detected by anti-human IgG1 Fc flow cytometry. Dotted trace,
FITC control.

Cancer Research

Cancer Res 2007; 67: (19). October 1, 2007 9536 www.aacrjournals.org

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://aacrjournals.org/cancerres/article-pdf/67/19/9535/2573314/9535.pdf by guest on 19 M

ay 2023



purified by protein A affinity chromatography from the culture
supernatant of stably transfected CHO cell clones. Analysis of CR2-
Fc by SDS-PAGE and Western blot revealed a single band at 130 to
140 kDa under nonreducing conditions and 65 to 70 kDa under
reducing conditions (data not shown).
Binding of CR2-Fc to complement-opsonized tumor cells.

C3-binding activity by the CR2 domain in the CR2-Fc construct was
determined by flow cytometry. Complement was activated on
Du145 cells by incubation with anti-MUC1 mAb in C6-depleted
human serum (to prevent MAC formation and cell lysis), and
C3 deposition on the cell surface was confirmed by anti-C3 flow
cytometry (data not shown). CR2-Fc bound to antibody-sensitized
Du145 cells incubated in serum and opsonized with C3 but not
to antibody-sensitized cells incubated in heat-inactivated serum
(Fig. 1).
CR2-Fc enhancement of anti-MUC1–mediated complement

deposition and cell lysis. To investigate whether CR2-Fc
enhanced mAb-mediated C3 deposition in vitro , Du145 cells were
coincubated with anti-MUC1 mAb and CR2-Fc in the presence of
C6-depleted human serum. As expected, anti-MUC1 mAb activated
complement and deposited C3 on Du145 cells, but C3 deposition
was significantly enhanced (3.5-fold) by CR2-Fc (mean fluores-
cence, 21 versus 70; Fig. 2). Human tumor cells, including Du145,
are relatively resistant to human complement-mediated lysis.
Du145 cells (and most other human cancer cell lines) express not
only CD55 and CD46 that control C3 deposition (15) but also CD59
that functions later in the pathway and inhibits complement-
mediated cell lysis by controlling MAC formation. To investigate
whether CR2-Fc also enhances antibody-mediated CDC, Du145
cells were coincubated with anti-MUC1 mAb and CR2-Fc in the
presence of increasing concentrations of NHS. CR2-Fc enhanced
cell lysis by f40% compared with antibody alone (Fig. 3).
CR2-Fc enhancement of anti-MUC1–mediated ADCC. C3

deposited on a target cell can enhance ADCC (16–18). Thus, CR2-Fc
has the potential to enhance ADCC via its ability to increase C3
deposition but may also enhance ADCC directly via engagement of
its Fc domain by Fcg receptors (FcgR). To investigate the effect of
CR2-Fc on ADCC, in vitro cell-mediated cytotoxicity assays were
done using human PBMC preparations and Du145 targets. Anti-
MUC1 mAb (BCP8) triggered ADCC by human PBMC in the
absence of complement (heat-inactivated serum), but the addition
of CR2-Fc did not enhance cell lysis (Fig. 4). This is not surprising

because there would be no targeting ligand (C3) for CR2-Fc
generated on the tumor cell in the absence of a complement
source. Anti-MUC1–mediated ADCC was significantly enhanced
when complement was added to the incubation ( fresh C7-depleted
human serum; P = 0.002), indicating complement-dependent
enhancement of ADCC. Importantly, however, there was a further
significant increase in ADCC when CR2-Fc was included in the
incubation with anti-MUC1 mAb and a complement source
(P = 0.0118; Fig. 4). These data show that CR2-Fc enhances ADCC
of tumor cells and indicate that enhanced C3 deposition plays an
important role in the enhanced cell lysis. There is appropriate
cross-species activity in this assay system; human IgG1 (component
of CR2-Fc) interacts with all human FcgRs and mouse IgG2b
(anti-MUC1 mAb BCP8) interacts with human FcgRII and FcgRIII
receptors (19). C7-depleted serum was used in these experiments
to prevent MAC-mediated cell lysis.
Tumor targeting of CR2-Fc in vivo. A Du145 mouse xenograft

model was used to investigate the targeting of CR2-Fc to tumor
cells in vivo . It was first necessary to confirm that CR2-Fc binds
mouse C3, and Fig. 5 shows that CR2-Fc binds Du145 cells
opsonized with mouse C3 and also enhances cell lysis mediated by
anti-MUC1 mAb and mouse complement in vitro . To investigate
in vivo targeting, mice bearing s.c. Du145 tumors were injected
i.v. with anti-MUC1 mAb followed 6 h later by an injection of
125I-labeled CR2-Fc. The biodistribution of CR2-Fc to tumor and
other tissues was determined at 24 and 48 h after 125I-CR2-Fc
injection. 125I-CR2-Fc, but not control 125I-IgG1, targeted to Du145
tumors in mice treated with anti-MUC1 mAb (Fig. 5C). There was
also some CR2-Fc localization to kidneys, liver, and spleen, possibly
reflecting sites of clearance (see Discussion).
Effect of CR2-Fc on mAb therapy. We investigated the ability

of CR2-Fc to improve the outcome of mAb therapy in an EL4
lymphoma model of metastatic cancer. The model consisted of
mouse EL4 cells (C57BL/6, GD2 positive) injected i.v. into nude
mice and subsequent treatment with a single dose of anti-GD2
mAb. It is necessary to use immunodeficient mice because CR2-Fc

Figure 2. CR2-Fc enhances complement activation. Analysis of C3 deposition
following incubation of Du145 cells with anti-MUC1 mAb BCP8 (50 Ag/mL)
and CR2-Fc (50 Ag/mL) in 25% C6-depleted human serum.

Figure 3. Complement-dependent lysis of anti-MUC1 mAb-sensitized Du145
cells in the presence and absence of CR2-Fc. Du145 cells were treated with
anti-MUC1 BCP8 mAb (50 Ag/mL) and CR2-Fc (50 Ag/mL) in the presence of
NHS at indicated concentration for 1 h at 37jC. Cell death was assayed by
51Cr release assay. Points, mean (n = 3); bars, SD.
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is recombinant human protein. We did not use a Du145 model
because of the species selective activity of complement inhibitors.
It has been shown that human DAF and CD59 [complement
inhibitors expressed on Du145 (15)] have only limited activity
against mouse complement (12, 20). Furthermore, whereas Du145
cells are completely resistant to human complement-mediated lysis
in the absence of sensitizing antibody, Du145 cells display some

sensitivity to mouse complement lysis in the absence of antibody
(data not shown). Thus, the use of a homologous system with
regard to complement effector mechanism and target cell (in this
case EL4) represents a more relevant model and provides a more
rigorous test for investigating the potential of CR2-Fc to enhance
mAb therapy. We have used the EL4 metastatic model previously
to characterize anti-GD2 mAb therapy and have shown that both
ADCC and complement-mediated enhancement of ADCC are
operative therapeutic mechanisms of action (21). To validate the
approach in the EL4 model, we first confirmed that CR2-Fc binds
to mouse C3-opsonized EL4 cells (Fig. 6A) and enhances C3
deposition in the presence of anti-GD2 mAb in vitro (Fig. 6B).
There was a limited amount of C3 deposition on EL4 cells following
incubation in mouse serum in the absence of antibody, and this
would account for the small further increase in C3 deposition
when CR2-Fc is included in the incubation (Fig. 6B). As expected,
in the presence of anti-GD2 mAb, there is a significant increase in
C3 deposition, and there is a further significant increase in C3
deposition in the presence of CR2-Fc. In the therapeutic study, mice
were treated with anti-GD2 mAb or PBS 48 h after challenge with
EL4 cells followed 6 h later with an injection of CR2-Fc or PBS. At
the mAb dose used (12.5 Ag), there was 25% long-term survival of
mice receiving mAb only, but there was a significant increase in
long-term survival (f80%) of mice receiving both mAb and CR2-Fc
(P < 0.05; Fig. 6C). Treatment with CR2-Fc alone had no significant
effect on survival. All surviving mice were sacrificed on day 90 and
all were tumor-free.

Figure 4. CR2-Fc enhanced cell-mediated cytotoxicity of Du145 cells. Du145
cells were incubated with PBMC (E:T, 100:1) under the indicated conditions.
Cell-mediated lysis was determined by 51Cr release assay. C7D, C7-depleted
human serum; HI, heat-inactivated C7-depleted serum; Fresh, fresh
C7-depleted serum. Columns, mean (n = 3); bars, SD.

Figure 5. Interaction of CR2-Fc with mouse
complement and in vivo targeting to Du145 tumors.
A, binding of CR2-Fc to mouse C3-opsonized
Du145 cells. Anti-MUC1–sensitized Du145 cells
were incubated in 30% normal mouse serum,
washed, and incubated with control human IgG1
(red trace ) or CR2-Fc (green trace ) at 20 Ag/mL.
B, enhancement of mouse complement-dependent
lysis by CR2-Fc. Du145 cells were treated with
anti-MUC1 mAb and CR2-Fc in the presence of
normal mouse serum at indicated concentration for
1 h at 37jC. Anti-MUC1 mAb and CR2-Fc were
both used at 50 Ag/mL. Points, mean (n = 4); bars,
SD. C, biodistribution of 125I-CR2-Fc and control
125I-IgG1 in Du145 tumor-bearing BALB/c nude
mice. Radiolabeled proteins were injected into the
tail vein 6 h after receiving anti-MUC1 mAb (50 Ag),
and biodistribution of radiolabel was determined
after 24 and 48 h. Columns, average of two
determinations. T/B ratio, tissue to blood ratio.
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Discussion

Numerous studies have indicated that complement resistance
and the expression of complement inhibitory proteins by tumor
cells provide immune resistance and are a hindrance to the
effectiveness of mAb therapy (see refs. 6, 7, 22–24 for reviews).
Down-regulating complement inhibitor expression or blocking
their function on tumor cells enhances antibody-mediated
complement-dependent cytotoxicity in vitro and improves thera-
peutic outcome in animal models of cancer. Nevertheless, applying
such approaches in a clinically relevant setting is problematic due
to the widespread and abundant expression of complement
inhibitors on normal tissue and the difficulty in appropriate
targeting. In the strategy investigated herein, enhancement of
tumor-specific complement deposition is achieved by amplifying

the complement activation signal (Fc opsonization). The targeting

specificity is dependent on an antitumor mAb that generates the

initial C3 targeting ligand for CR2-Fc on the tumor cell. Once

bound, CR2-Fc will generate more of its own covalently bound

ligand in close proximity to the original complement-activating

signal. A high local density of C3 ligand will result in efficient cross-

linking of Fc domains by C1q globular heads necessary for classic

pathway complement activation.
In the current study, we show that an anti-MUC1 mAb activates

and deposits C3 on a MUC1-positive cancer cell line in vitro and

that, in the presence of CR2-Fc, there is enhanced C3 deposition

with increased complement-mediated lysis and ADCC. In a

previous study, Kennedy et al. (25) reported that an anti-iC3b

mAb, 3E7, enhances C3 deposition on Raji cells in the presence of

Figure 6. Characterization of CR2-Fc in
an EL4 lymphoma model of cancer.
A, in vitro binding of CR2-Fc to mouse
C3-opsonized EL4 cells. EL4 cells were
opsonized with C3 by incubation in fresh
mouse serum and anti-GD2 mAb 14G2a.
Cells were then washed and incubated with
control human IgG1 (light gray trace ) or
CR2-Fc (dark gray trace) at 20 Ag/mL.
Binding of CR2-Fc was detected by flow
cytometry using FITC-labeled anti-human
IgG Fc polyclonal antibody. Dashed line,
FITC control. B, analysis of C3 deposition
on EL4 cells in vitro . EL4 cells were
incubated in 30% fresh mouse serum
(FMS ) or heat-inactivated serum (HI-FMS )
in the presence or absence of anti-GD2
mAb 14G2a (50 Ag/mL) and/or CR2-Fc
(50 Ag/mL) as indicated. After washing the
cells, C3 deposition was detected by flow
cytometry using FITC-labeled anti-mouse
C3 polyclonal antibody. Number in the
top right, mean fluorescence intensity.
C, effect of CR2-Fc on anti-GD2 mAb
therapy in EL4 model. CR2-Fc enhances
survival of mice receiving anti-GD2 mAb
therapy following challenge with EL4 cells.
BALB/c nude mice were injected i.v. with
5 � 104 EL4 cells and the mice were
treated 48 later with PBS (left) or 12.5 Ag of
anti-GD2 mAb (right ). Six hours following
mAb injection, mice were treated with 50 Ag
of CR2-Fc or PBS. n = 8 mice per group.

Enhancing Complement-Dependent Antibody Therapy

www.aacrjournals.org 9539 Cancer Res 2007; 67: (19). October 1, 2007

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://aacrjournals.org/cancerres/article-pdf/67/19/9535/2573314/9535.pdf by guest on 19 M

ay 2023



rituximab (anti-CD20) and a complement source and enhances
rituximab-mediated killing in vitro . The anti-iC3b mAb also targeted
to B cells after i.v. infusion of rituximab in a cynomolgus monkey
model. A subsequent study by Peng et al. (26) showed that a mouse/
human chimericmAb specific for C3b and iC3b enhanced rituximab-
mediated killing of non–Hodgkin’s lymphoma cell lines and cells
isolated from non–Hodgkin’s lymphoma and chronic lymphocytic
leukemia patients. There is a significant potential advantage of
CR2-Fc over anti-iC3b mAbs, as evidenced by its ability to signifi-
cantly increase long-term survival of mice receiving mAb therapy;
in the presence of serum, the initial covalently bound complement
activation product C3b is very rapidly degraded to iC3b, which is in
turn fairly rapidly degraded to the long-lived fragments C3dg
and then C3d. CR2-Fc recognizes iC3b, C3dg, and C3d, whereas
analysis of mAb 3E7 revealed specificity for only C3b/iC3b (27), the
initial and relatively short-lived breakdown products of C3.

Our in vitro data show that anti-MUC1–dependent ADCC was
enhanced by complement and further enhanced by coincubation
with CR2-Fc. The complement-dependent enhanced lysis may be
due to increased Fc opsonization as a result of CR2-Fc binding to
deposited C3 and/or a direct effect of increased C3 deposition
resulting from CR2-Fc binding; C3 can enhance ADCC via its
engagement of complement receptors [principally complement
receptor 3 (CR3)] expressed on effector cells (16–18). CR2-Fc also
increased antibody-dependent direct complement-mediated lysis
of tumor cells in vitro (both Du145 and EL4 with homologous
serum). It is considered unlikely, however, that direct lysis is
contributing to the therapeutic efficacy of CR2-Fc in the EL4 model
used here. In a previous study investigating complement-mediated
mechanisms of anti-GD2 mAb therapy in the same EL4 model,
ADCC played a critical role in therapeutic activity, and comple-
ment was important for enhancing ADCC at limiting IgG
concentrations (as used in the current study). Manipulation of
CD59 expression (an inhibitor of the MAC) on EL4 cells modulated
complement lysis in vitro but did not affect therapeutic outcome,
suggesting direct complement-mediated lysis did not play a role in
the therapeutic activity of the anti-GD2 mAb (21). We show that
CR2 enhances anti-GD2 mAb-mediated deposition of mouse C3
in vitro , and increased C3 deposition is relevant to ADCC and
CDCC effector mechanisms. We cannot, of course, directly
extrapolate these mechanisms to human cancers, but the in vitro
data presented using a human cell line show that the known
complement-dependent mechanisms of tumor cell lysis are
enhanced by CR2-Fc.

A biodistribution study showed that CR2-Fc targeted to MUC1-
positive tumors in the presence of anti-MUC1 mAb in a xenograft
model of human prostate cancer. There was also some targeting to
the kidneys, liver, and spleen. The reason for localization to these
other organs is not clear, but they may represent sites of clearance.
Because of the localization of CR2-Fc in the kidney, it may be
worthwhile in the future to determine whether there is any
evidence of glomerulonephritis in CR2-Fc–treated animals. The
anti-MUC1 mAb used is specific for human MUC1 (28), and it is
therefore unlikely the mAb is binding directly to endogenously
expressed protein in the mice. Because MUC1 is shed from tumor
cells, one possibility is that MUC1 immune complexes are formed
in the circulation. Immune complexes fix complement and would
represent a target for CR2-Fc, and the liver and spleen are sites of
immune complex clearance. Arguing against this possibility,
however, is a previous report showing that a different CR2 fusion
protein (CR2-Crry) also targets to the liver, spleen, and kidneys in

the absence of a given antibody (14). Regardless, the important
point here is that the study shows the feasibility of CR2-Fc targeting
to tumors in the presence of a tumor-specific/associated mAb.
Different tumor targets and antibodies may yield different results
with regard to C3 deposition and CR2-Fc targeting, and such
questions are better addressed in more clinically relevant cancer
models.

Various other approaches to overcome complement resistance
of tumor cells to antibodies and complement have been
investigated in vitro , and the subject is well reviewed (6, 7, 22,
23, 29). Two approaches to enhance antitumor complement
effector mechanisms that have been investigated therapeutically
in animal models of cancer are the use of bispecific antibodies
and the use of h-glucan, a bioresponse modifier. In a rat model of
metastatic colorectal cancer, a bispecific antibody directed against
a tumor-associated antigen and Crry, a membrane complement
inhibitory protein, significantly inhibited the outgrowth of lung
tumors (8). The variable region recognizing Crry blocks its
function, resulting in enhanced complement activation on the
tumor cell surface. In the other approach, soluble h-glucan has
been used as an adjuvant for mAb therapy, and it induces
complement-dependent cellular cytotoxicity by enabling iC3b
deposited on tumor cells to activate CR3 on immune effector
cells (29–31). Several studies involving different models of cancer
have shown that h-glucan can promote and enhance mAb
therapy, including studies in which h-glucan was used in
combination with anti-GD2 and anti-MUC1 mAb therapy (32).
CR2-Fc–mediated enhancement of iC3b deposition on tumor cells
may synergize with these therapeutic approaches when used in
combination with mAb therapy. Furthermore, some cancers,
including MUC1-positive cancers, are known to generate an
antibody response (33, 34), and persistent complement activation
on tumor cells from cancer patients has been reported (35).
CR2-Fc may thus also enhance the tumoricidal effect of natural
and elicited antitumor antibodies. In addition to enhancing
immune effector mechanisms, complement activation can also
enhance humoral (36) and T-cell responses (37–39), and CR2-Fc
may therefore also potentiate the inductive phase of immunity.

In summary, there is increasing interest in the use of
unconjugated mAbs to treat cancer; several have been approved
for therapy and several more are under investigation in the
laboratory and in the clinic. Their mechanisms of action seem to be
variable, but evidence from animal models and from clinical
studies indicates that ADCC and complement-dependent cytotox-
icity play an important role in the efficacy of many mAbs. In this
study, we show the potential of a strategy to enhance the
effectiveness of mAb therapy by enhancing Fc opsonization and
complement deposition. The approach may be additive to all mAb
effector mechanisms, including those that do not have ADCC and
complement cytotoxicity as a recognized component of their
primary mechanism of action.

Acknowledgments

Received 5/8/2007; revised 7/5/2007; accepted 7/6/2007.
Grant support: Department of Defense grant DAMD17-01-1-0393 and NIH grant

C06 RR015455 ( for construction and upgrade of animal facilities).
The costs of publication of this article were defrayed in part by the payment of page

charges. This article must therefore be hereby marked advertisement in accordance
with 18 U.S.C. Section 1734 solely to indicate this fact.

We thank Rick Peppler for flow cytometry and the Medical University of South
Carolina and the Hollings Cancer Center for their support of the Medical University of
South Carolina Flow Cytometry Facility.

Cancer Research

Cancer Res 2007; 67: (19). October 1, 2007 9540 www.aacrjournals.org

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://aacrjournals.org/cancerres/article-pdf/67/19/9535/2573314/9535.pdf by guest on 19 M

ay 2023



Enhancing Complement-Dependent Antibody Therapy

www.aacrjournals.org 9541 Cancer Res 2007; 67: (19). October 1, 2007

References
1. Chen S, Caragine T, Cheung NK, Tomlinson S. CD59
expressed on a tumor cell surface modulates DAF
expression and enhances tumor growth in a rat model
of human neuroblastoma. Cancer Res 2000;60:3013–8.

2. Caragine TA, Okada N, Frey AB, Tomlinson S. A tumor-
expressed inhibitor of the early but not late lytic
complement pathway enhances tumor growth in a rat
model of human breast cancer. Cancer Res 2002;62:
1110–5.

3. Treon SP, Mitsiades C, Mitsiades N, et al. Tumor cell
expression of CD59 is associated with resistance to
CD20 serotherapy in patients with B-cell malignancies.
J Immunother 2001;24:263–71.

4. Harjunpaa A, Junnikkala S, Meri S. Rituximab (anti-
CD20) therapy of B-cell lymphomas: direct complement
killing is superior to cellular effector mechanisms. Scand
J Immunol 2000;51:634–41.

5. Golay J, Zaffaroni L, Vaccari T, et al. Biological
response of B lymphoma cells to anti-CD20 monoclonal
antibody rituximab in vitro : CD55 and CD59 regulate
complement-mediated cell lysis. Blood 2000;95:3900–8.

6. Gelderman KA, Tomlinson S, Ross GD, Gorter A.
Complement function in mAb-mediated cancer immu-
notherapy. Trends Immunol 2004;25:158–64.

7. Fishelson Z, Donin N, Zell S, Schultz S, Kirschfink M.
Obstacles to cancer immunotherapy: expression of
membrane complement regulatory proteins (mCRPs)
in tumors. Mol Immunol 2003;40:109–23.

8. Gelderman KA, Kuppen PJ, Okada N, Fleuren GJ,
Gorter A. Tumor-specific inhibition of membrane-
bound complement regulatory protein Crry with
bispecific monoclonal antibodies prevents tumor out-
growth in a rat colorectal cancer lung metastases model.
Cancer Res 2004;64:4366–72.

9. Song H, He C, Knaak C, Guthridge JM, Holers VM,
Tomlinson S. Complement receptor 2-mediated target-
ing of complement inhibitors to sites of complement
activation. J Clin Invest 2003;111:1875–85.

10. Sako D, Comess KM, Barone KM, Camphausen RT,
Cumming DA, Shaw GD. A sulfated peptide segment at
the amino terminus of PSGL-1 is critical for P-selectin
binding. Cell 1995;83:323–31.

11. Quigg RA, Kozono Y, Berthiaume D, et al. Blockade of
antibody-induced glomerulonephritis with Crry-Ig, a
soluble murine complement inhibitor. J Immunol 1998;
160:4553–60.

12. Yu J, Caragine T, Chen S, Morgan BP, Frey AF,
Tomlinson S. Protection of human breast cancer cells
from complement-mediated lysis by expression of
heterologous CD59. Clin Exp Immunol 1999;115:13–8.

13. Caragine TA, Imai M, Frey AB, Tomlinson S.
Expression of rat complement control protein Crry on
tumor cells inhibits rat natural killer cell-mediated
cytotoxicity. Blood 2002;100:3304–10.

14. Atkinson C, Song H, Lu B, et al. Targeted complement
inhibition by C3d recognition ameliorates tissue injury
without apparent increase in susceptibility to infection.
J Clin Invest 2005;115:2444–53.

15. Imai M, Hwang HY, Norris JS, Tomlinson S. The effect
of dexamethasone on human mucin 1 expression and
antibody-dependent complement sensitivity in a pros-
tate cancer cell line in vitro and in vivo . Immunology
2004;111:291–7.

16. Ehlenberger AG, Nussenzweig V. The role of
membrane receptors for C3b and C3d in phagocytosis.
J Exp Med 1977;145:357–71.

17. Perlmann H, Perlmann P, Schreiber RD, Muller-
Eberhard HJ. Interaction of target cell-bound C3bi and
C3d with human lymphocyte receptors. Enhancement of
antibody-mediated cellular cytotoxicity. J Exp Med 1981;
153:1592–603.

18. Zhou MJ, Brown EJ. CR3 (Mac-1, CD11b/CD18) and
FcgRIII cooperate in generation of a neutrophil respira-
tory burst: requirement for FcgRII and tyrosine phos-
phorylation. J Cell Biol 1994;125:1407–16.

19. Gessner JE, Heiken H, Tamm A, Schmidt RE. The IgG
Fc receptor family. Ann Hematol 1998;76:231–48.

20. Harris CL, Spiller OB, Morgan BP. Human and rodent
decay-accelerating factors (CD55) are not species
restricted in their complement-inhibiting activities.
Immunology 2000;100:462–70.

21. Imai M, Landen C, Ohta R, Cheung NK, Tomlinson S.
Complement-mediated mechanisms in anti-GD2 mono-
clonal antibody therapy of murine metastatic cancer.
Cancer Res 2005;65:10562–8.

22. Spendlove I, Ramage JM, Bradley R, Harris C, Durrant
LG. Complement decay accelerating factor (DAF)/CD55
in cancer. Cancer Immunol Immunother 2006;55:987–95.

23. Gorter A, Meri S. Immune evasion of tumor cells
using membrane-bound complement regulatory pro-
teins. Immunol Today 1999;20:576–82.

24. Ziller F, Macor P, Bulla R, Sblattero D, Marzari R,
Tedesco F. Controlling complement resistance in cancer
by using human monoclonal antibodies that neutralize
complement-regulatory proteins CD55 and CD59. Eur
J Immunol 2005;35:2175–83.

25. Kennedy AD, Solga MD, Schuman TA, et al. An anti-
C3b(i) mAb enhances complement activation, C3b(i)
deposition, and killing of CD20+ cells by rituximab.
Blood 2003;101:1071–9.

26. Peng W, Zhang X, Mohamed N, et al. A DeImmunized
chimeric anti-C3b/iC3b monoclonal antibody enhances

rituximab-mediated killing in NHL and CLL cells via
complement activation. Cancer Immunol Immunother
2005;54:1172–9.

27. DiLillo DJ, Pawluczkowycz AW, Peng W, et al.
Selective and efficient inhibition of the alternative
pathway of complement by a mAb that recognizes
C3b/iC3b. Mol Immunol 2006;43:1010–9.

28. Xing PX, Prenzoska J, Quelch K, McKenzie IF. Second
generation anti-MUC1 peptide monoclonal antibodies.
Cancer Res 1992;52:2310–7.

29. Yan J, Allendorf DJ, Brandley B. Yeast whole glucan
particle (WGP) h-glucan in conjunction with antitu-
mour monoclonal antibodies to treat cancer. Expert
Opin Biol Ther 2005;5:691–702.

30. Hong F, Yan J, Baran JT, et al. Mechanism by which
orally administered h-1,3-glucans enhance the tumor-
icidal activity of antitumor monoclonal antibodies in
murine tumor models. J Immunol 2004;173:797–806.

31. Cheung NK, Modak S, Vickers A, Knuckles B. Orally
administered h-glucans enhance anti-tumor effects of
monoclonal antibodies. Cancer Immunol Immunother
2002;51:557–64.

32. Cheung NK, Modak S. Oral (1!3),(1!4)-h-D-glucan
synergizes with antiganglioside GD2 monoclonal anti-
body 3F8 in the therapy of neuroblastoma. Clin Cancer
Res 2002;8:1217–23.

33. von Mensdorff-Pouilly S, Verstraeten AA, Kenemans
P, et al. Survival in early breast cancer patients is
favorably influenced by a natural humoral immune
response to polymorphic epithelial mucin. J Clin Oncol
2000;18:574–83.

34. Snijdewint FG, von Mensdorff-Pouilly S, Karuntu-
Wanamarta AH, et al. Cellular and humoral immune
responses to MUC1 mucin and tandem-repeat peptides
in ovarian cancer patients and controls. Cancer
Immunol Immunother 1999;48:47–55.

35. Niculescu F, Rus HG, Retegan M, Vlaicu R. Persistent
complement activation on tumor cells in breast cancer.
Am J Pathol 1992;140:1039–43.

36. Dempsey PW, Allison ME, Akkaraju S, Goodnow CC,
Fearon DT. C3d of complement as a molecular adjuvant:
bridging innate and acquired immunity. Science 1996;
271:348–50.

37. Heeger PS, Lalli PN, Lin F, et al. Decay-accelerating
factor modulates induction of T cell immunity. J Exp
Med 2005;201:1523–30.

38. Liu J, Miwa T, Hilliard B, et al. The complement
inhibitory protein DAF (CD55) suppresses T cell immu-
nity in vivo . J Exp Med 2005;201:567–77.

39. Longhi MP, Harris CL, Morgan BP, Gallimore A.
Holding T cells in check—a new role for complement
regulators? Trends Immunol 2006;27:102–8.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://aacrjournals.org/cancerres/article-pdf/67/19/9535/2573314/9535.pdf by guest on 19 M

ay 2023


