
Editorial

Progress Report to the Readers of Cancer Research

As you know, my goals as Editor-in-Chief are to improve the journal's quality, timeliness, and speed of

review. Having completed one year of my tenure. I would like to update you on the progress that has been
made toward achieving these goals.

Review Time
The average time from receipt of a manuscript in our office to mailing of the decision letter to the author

was reduced by 15 days, from 75 days in October 1989 to 60 days in October 1990. We accomplished this in
a variety of ways: by experimenting with new in-house procedures, by an increased use of FAX machines for
receiving reviewers' comments, and, of course, through the kind assistance and commitment of our Associate

Editors and reviewers, who have made a concerted effort to evaluate our manuscripts quickly.
However, I believe that the review time could be reduced even further. In the coming year we will explore

other ways of shortening the time for review of submitted papers without sacrificing the rigor and quality of
review for which Cancer Research is well known.

Quality of Articles
During 1990. we closely monitored the quality of submitted articles in an effort to select for publication

only those papers that contributed substantially to the field. Our Associate Editors and reviewers are applying
stricter criteria for acceptance and are giving low priority ratings to those papers that they consider to be of
marginal interest or significance. I would like to see this trend continue because I believe that ajournai of this
caliber should publish only articles of the highest merit.

Timeliness of Publication
Advances in Brief. We recently introduced a new category of publication, "Advances in Brief," which is

intended to provide a rapid means of communicating very exciting findings. These articles, although short, are
definitive rather than preliminary reports. Submissions to this category are reviewed extremely quickly:
acceptable papers are published within two to three months of receipt.

7997 Publication Schedule. I am pleased to report that, with the cooperation of our printer, we have
developed a production schedule for the coming year that is two weeks shorter than the current schedule. The
new schedule will allow articles to appear in press in an average of 70 days from acceptance, which is very fast
for a journal of this size and frequency.

As part of the effort to curtail production time, we have also begun to accept manuscripts on diskette.
Guidelines for the submission of manuscripts on diskette will appear at the end of every issue of the journal,
including this issue.

In summary, we have made substantial progress over the past year. We are convinced that by continuing to
improve the scientific standards of the journal as well as the speed of publication, we will attract more and
more exciting manuscripts in all of the subfields of basic and clinical cancer research.

Carlo M. Croce
Editor-in-Chief
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