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Because of the importance of the subject of early lesions
and the development of epithelial cancer, the chairmen of
the various sessions at this Conference wish to make the
following brief concluding statement, regarding both the
current state of knowledge and the need for future research
inthisfield.

Data were presented at the Conference regarding the
development of cancer of the urinary bladder, uterine cer
vix, liven, breast, skin, lung, colon, pancreas, and stomach.
It is clear that the development of cancer in all of these
organ sites is a prolonged process, which may take 20 years
on more in humans to reach its invasive stages. Before
invasive malignant disease occurs, various preneoplastic
changes occur in all of the above organ sites. Although
these preneoplastic changes have not been generally con
sidened to be â€œcancerousâ€•(in the classical, clinical diag
nostic sense of the term), they are definitely an integral part
of the process of development of cancer. Because the prog
nosis for invasive malignant disease becomes worse as the
stage of the disease increases, it is essential that more
intensive efforts be devoted to study of the disease process
initspreneoplasticstates.

The need for new research efforts, which will lead to
some form of control of epithelial cancer during its preneo
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plastic stages or its very earliest invasive stages, is thus a
particularly important goal at the present time. Greaten ef
fort must be devoted to development of new methods for
detecting individuals at increased risk and to development
of more accurate diagnostic markers, both of which will
make possible a more meaningful definition of the various
stages of preneoplasia and their relationship to invasive
neoplasia. It is not yet cleanly known at which stages the
preneoplastic process is reversible and when it becomes
irreversible. It is essential that a clearer definition of these
stages be obtained . Greater effort also must be devoted to
development of new methods of prevention of invasive can
cen by application of treatment during those preneoplastic
stages that have a very high likelihood of progressing to
wand invasive cancer. Further research on phammacologi
cal, immunological, and surgical approaches to prevention
and control of invasive disease while it is still in the preneo
plastic state is thus critically needed.
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