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Obituary

OBITUARY

Tomizo Yoshida

The untimely death of Dr. Tomizo Yoshida on April 27,
1973, from pulmonary insufficiency due to diffuse fibrosis in
the lung is sadly reported. His death occurred just one day
before the opening ceremony of the new building of the
Cancer Chemotherapy Center of the Japanese Foundation for
Cancer Research. Dr. Yoshida had concentrated his last efforts
on establishing this center, and the construction of the
building was long his dream.

Dr. Yoshida, one of the illustrious figures in the field of
cancer research, was born February 10, 1903. He attended the
University of Tokyo from which he received the M.D. in 1927
and a doctorate in medical science in 1936. From 1927 to
1929 he was affiliated with the Department of Pathology,
University of Tokyo. He then accepted a position at the Sasaki
Institute, Tokyo, in 1929, where he became interested in the
pathology of experimental cancer research. In 1932, Dr.
Yoshida succeeded in being the first to induce cancer of the
liver in laboratory animals by administering o-aminoazo-
toluene. This epochal discovery laid a solid foundation for
further investigations in chemical carcinogenesis, a field in
which he remained a foremost figure throughout his career.

After studying pathology with Dr. Robert RÃ¶ssle in
Germany from 1935 to 1938, Dr. Yoshida joined the
Department of Pathology at Nagasaki Medical College where
he continued his research on liver chemical carcinogenesis in
laboratory animals. In 1943 he produced the Yoshida
ascites sarcoma in the rat, a tumor used widely throughout the
world as a useful experimental model. From 1944 to 1952, Dr.
Yoshida was affiliated with the Department of Pathology at
Tohoku University, Sendai, where he and his co-workers
succeeded in establishing many different lines of ascites
hepatoma in rats from solid liver tumors induced by
administering carcinogenic aminoazo compounds. His tech
niques and knowledge in this area have contributed to a
fundamental understanding of cancer. His many contributions

include cancer transplantation with only one cell, cytogenetic
analysis of cancer cells in many different lines, and experi
mental conditioning of host animals against transplantation of
these tumor lines. He demonstrated clearly the concept of
cellular autonomy as a means of assessing the malignancy of
cancer, as well as the individuality of a population of cancer
cells among different tumor lines.

As early as 1946, he initiated a program for cancer
chemotherapy screening, using the ascites tumor system. His
intensive investigations in the field resulted in the discovery of
Nitromin [methyl bis(/3-chloroethyl)amine ./V-oxidehydrochlo-
ride] as an anticancer drug; in addition, he studied and
analyzed the mechanism of acquired resistance of cancer cells
to various drugs.

In 1952 Dr. Yoshida joined the faculty of the Department
of Pathology at the University of Tokyo. In 1957 he became
Dean of the School of Medicine of the University of Tokyo
and served in this capacity until 1961. He held several
collateral positions during this time, including the Directorship
of the Sasaki Institute, Sasaki Foundation, Tokyo. Having
retired from the University of Tokyo in 1963, he served as the
Director of the Cancer Institute of the Japanese Foundation
for Cancer Research, Tokyo.

Dr. Yoshida was the recipient of many awards and honorary
degrees and memberships in professional societies. He was
Japan's Division Head of the International Academy of

Pathology and was a member of the Board of Directors of
both the Japan Society of Pathology and the Japanese Cancer
Association. In 1955, he was elected as honorary member of
the American Association for Cancer Research. Among the
awards bestowed upon him by his own country are the
Yamagiwa, Hattori, Asahi, Fujiwara, and Imperial Prizes; the
Order of Culture Merit; and the First Class Order of the Rising
Sun.

Tetsuo Ono, Chief
Biochemistry Division
Cancer Institute
Japanese Foundation for

Cancer Research
Kami-skebukuro, Toshima-ku
Tokyo 170, Japan
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